
CTSA Program PI Town Hall Meeting

• How do I ask a question?  

 Click on the “Chat” option in the black bar at the top of 
your screen.  This will launch a screen with a text box at 
the bottom in which you are able to type your 
question(s).  These questions will be seen by everyone 
on the webinar – panelists and attendees alike.

• Share your feedback with us!

 When the host ends the webinar, a very brief post-
meeting question will automatically launch to inquire 
about your meeting experience.  We ask that you take a 
minute to respond.





FY 2018 Budget
• President’s Budget request

• NIH: $25.9 billion (reduction of $5.8 billion)

• Appropriation bills
• Both the House and Senate Appropriations committees have 

passed appropriations bills
• Neither have been voted on by the full House or Senate
• CTSA:  House $526M; Senate $533M (compared to $516M in 

2017)

• The current reality; a continuing resolution
• Since October 1st, NCATS and much of the federal government 

has operated under four successive continuing resolutions (CR)
• The latest CR extended funding through February 8th.
• Proportional to approximately the FY2017 level 



New DCI Staff Members

Michael Gregory Kurilla, M.D., Ph.D.
Director, Division of Clinical Innovation
Start: December 10

Valery Gordon, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Senior Advisor for Human Subjects Protection
Start: November 13

Pablo Cure, M.D., M.P.H.
Program Officer
Start: November 29

Jane Atkinson, D.D.S. 
Director, Trial Innovation Network
Start: December 10



Michael Gregory Kurilla, M.D., Ph.D.
Director, Division of Clinical Innovation



PI Calls: Opportunity for Bidirectional 
Feedback

Last Friday 
of the month 

- CLIC 
collects 

questions

First Monday 
- NCATS 
planning 
meeting 

2nd Friday –
Agenda 

released in 
newsletter

4th

Wednesday 
– PI Call

PI Webinar 
posted on 

CLIC; 
feedback 
posted



We wanted to hear from you!



Submission #1
The CTSA is funded under a cooperative agreement, but some PI's have 
felt that they (including the Steering Committee members) have limited input 
into the national program, certainly less that that which was envisioned 
when NIH launched the CTSA. While the IOM report is frequently invoked 
for some of the new initiatives and the overall direction, that report is quite 
out of date in addressing current realities, and the biomedical science and 
clinical enterprises have evolved dramatically even in the last 6 years. 
Finally, NIH and Federal regulations have burgeoned and not lessened 
putting at risk all the work the CTSAs have done to streamline and 
simplify clinical and translational research processes. This latter point 
has impacted enormously on what we do at the hub level and how much 
time is being spent on administering the CTSA. Are you thinking about a 
strategic planning process now that the CTSA program is over 10 
years old, and would the large communities of investigators and team 
members (not the PI's alone) be able to contribute to such planning?



Submission #1 – Continued

UNDER CONSTRUCTION



Submission #2
I would like to discuss CTSA collaboration on stemming the opioid 
crisis and inform the CTSA hubs of an initiative that I am planning on 
organizing and, for its initial phases, supporting.



• Close collaboration with NIDA
• Former DCI Deputy Director (Redonna Chandler) transitioned to 

NIDA this month and will coordinate the NCATS collaboration
• Established a Working Group of the CTSA Program Steering 

Committee
• Examples of projects being developed:

1. Phenotyping patients in the ER with overdose
2. Best practices for training surgeons on optimal prescribing of opiates post-

operatively
3. Determining community-based approaches for taking back unused opiates
4. Research to develop and disseminate effective models of care to address 

OUD in high-target medical settings

Submission #3 
Update on opioid (NIDA collaboration)



Submission #3 
Update on opioid (NIDA collaboration)
• Collaborative Innovation Award – U01 Notice released Jan 16, 

2018:
• Purpose: To expand the list of high priority translational 

research opportunities to conduct novel clinical research 
studies intended to develop and test models of care for Opioid 
Use Disorders within medical settings including primary care, 
emergency departments, and neo-natal units. 

• Next receipt date: March 8, 2018
• https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-18-244.html
• Contact: PJ Brooks pjbrooks@mail.nih.gov

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-18-244.html
mailto:pjbrooks@mail.nih.gov


Select CTSA Program Opioid Activities 

• Buffalo hub (Nov 2017): held an Innovation Lab for early career 
investigators to create new multidisciplinary teams to address the 
Opioid Crisis; other hubs have started to replicate these labs and 
focus on similar Opioid related events

• Kentucky hub (April 13, 2018): 13th Annual CCTS Spring 
Conference, “OPIOIDS: Addressing the Public Health Crisis 
through Translational Science”

• Boston University hub (May 3, 2018): Symposium on “Substance 
use and Opioid Epidemic” 

• CLIC (June 2, 2018):  Will hold a meeting on the Opioid Crisis
• TIN Workshop (TBD): Defining the Trial Innovation Network’s Role 

in Supporting Multisite Research Addressing the Opioid Epidemic



Submission #4

The TIN has been a challenge to participate in. We 
have sent projects in that have either been rejected 
or referred elsewhere (eg SMART IRB). It would be 
helpful if we could learn about successful TIN 
examples - even if hypothetical - and discuss ways 
to engage everyone (not just a select few) in the TIN 
process.



Submission #5
Now that the Steering Committee meetings will be closed, it will be 
important that the discussion that occurs at the SC be conveyed to the 
rest of the CTSA institutions. Right now, this can be done through the 
pods, but if a pod leader is unable to attend an SC meeting, that 
conversation is lost to the rest of the pod members. Having the 
presentation materials and agenda is helpful, but the content of the 
discussion is equally, if not more, important.



Submission #6
At the last F2F meeting there was some discussion about 
NCATS developing a searchable repository of "best practices" 
that could be disseminated across multiple hubs. This seems like 
an opportunity to capitalize on the NCATS concept of develop, 
demonstrate and disseminate.
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Upcoming Meetings
Date Institution/Organizati

on
Event Name

March 1  –2, 2018 Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography

Future of Genomic Medicine

March 8 – 10 2018 University of Florida Precision Medicine Conference
March – April 2018 University of Michigan FFMI fastPACE Train-the-Trainer 

Course
April 18, 2018 Tufts and Children's 

National
Challenges & Opportunities in 
Pediatric Clinical Trials

April 18, 2018 NCATS Spring CTSA Program Meeting
April 19 - 21, 2018 Washington Marriott 

Wardman 
Park in Washington, DC

Association for Clinical and 
Translational Science Annual 
Meeting

May 21 - 24, 2018 University of Texas 
Medical Branch in 
Galveston

Science of Team Science (SciTS) 
2018 Conference

https://clic-ctsa.org/content/11th-annual-%E2%80%93-future-genomic-medicine-march-1-2-2018
http://precisionmed.pharmacy.ufl.edu/
https://innovation.medicine.umich.edu/sp2018-train-the-trainer/
https://tufts.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3r8CJmmA95dOOkB
https://clic-ctsa.org/events/spring-ctsa-program-meeting
http://www.actscience.org/
http://www.scienceofteamscience.org/
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